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March 31, 2016 
 
Mr. Douglas A. McIntyre 
Editor-in-Chief & CEO 
24/7 Wall St., LLC 
P. O. Box 287437 
New York, NY 10128 
 
RE:  Will your job disappear? 
 Samuel Stebbins and Michael B. Sauter 
 10:29 AM EST March 6, 2016 
 
Dear Mr. McIntyre: 
 
I am writing to you in reference to the article entitled “Will your job disappear”, 
authored by Samuel Stebbins and Michael B. Sauter, which appeared in the March 6, 
2016 edition of 24/7 Wall St. 
 
The article addresses what are referred to therein as “17 disappearing middle class 
jobs.” Statistics are provided from the U. S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor 
Statistics webpages, http://www.bls.gov/oes/current/oes173031.htm and 
http://www.bls.gov/ooh/architecture-and-engineering/surveying-and-mapping-

technicians.htm, along with some commentary about each job. 
 
On behalf of the members of the National Society of Professional Surveyors (NSPS) and 
of the respective independent state surveying societies (listed below) which are 
affiliated with NSPS, I wish to point out to you some misleading language in the article 
regarding job number 15 on the list, “Surveying and mapping technicians”. This category 
is referenced as 17-3031 in the aforementioned BOL statistics.  
 
While the information shown for 17-3031 is correct, the article goes on to incorrectly 
identify the workers in the category as “surveyors and mapping technicians”. In that 
same BOL statistical information, the category for “surveyors” is shown in 17-1022 
which clearly identifies the category as a “professional” occupation requiring a 
bachelor’s degree as the typical entry-level education and a licensure requirement 
within all states in which one wishes to practice before being allowed to certify legal 
documents associated with ownership and development of land within those respective 
states. Such surveyor’s license is also required for the practice of a variety of other 
geospatial activities. 
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Additionally, the projected employment change in the 2014-2024 statistics for 
“surveyor” is quite a bit more optimistic than that for the “surveying and mapping 
technician”. In fact, with the average age of the surveyor nationwide being in the mid-
50s, and an ever-increasing demand for geospatial information, the need for surveyors’ 
services is very likely to be on the increase. 
 
On behalf of the surveyors throughout the country, we the undersigned appreciate the 
opportunity to point out the misconception created by the language in the “17 
disappearing middle class jobs” article, and request that a clarification be printed in an 
upcoming edition of 24/7 Wall St.  
 
We are pleased to provide the following information which can be incorporated into the 
requested clarification that will assist your readers in better understanding the roles of 
professional surveyors, and the surveying and mapping technicians who work under 
their guidance, in their commitment to protect the health, safety, and welfare of their 
fellow citizens: 
 
Professional Surveyors, with the assistance of surveying and mapping technicians, bridge 
the gap between the past and the future, utilizing highly specialized skills and technology 
to build solutions to spatial problems locally, regionally, and nationally. Whether 
retracing property boundaries that were established centuries ago, modeling terrain 
characteristics using aerial LiDAR equipped UAV’s, or providing sea bottom surveys using 
the latest high precision sonar systems, today’s Professional Surveyors provide the 
foundation for better decision making in our nation’s rapidly evolving physical 
landscape. With industry demand for these highly skilled professionals at an all-time 
high, the rewards for choosing a career in the surveying and mapping field are better 
than you might think.  
 
Careers in the surveying and mapping profession offer tremendous opportunities for 
young people who are interested in exploring their world. 
 
Ready for a challenge, or want to learn more about surveying? Start by clicking 
www.nsps.us.com. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Curtis W. Sumner, LS 
Executive Director 
 
Attachment 
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State surveying societies endorsing this letter include: 
  
Alabama Society of Professional Land  
Alaska Society of Professional Land Surveyors 
Arizona Professional Land Surveyors 
Arkansas Society of Professional Surveyors 
California Land Surveyors Association 
Professional Land Surveyors of Colorado 
Connecticut Association of Land Surveyors 
Delaware Association of Surveyors 
Florida Surveying and Mapping Society 
Surveying and Mapping Society of Georgia 
Hawaii Land Surveyors Association 
Idaho Association of Land Surveyors 
Illinois Professional Land Surveyors Association 
Indiana Society of Professional Land Surveyors 
Society of Land Surveyors of Iowa 
Kansas Society of Land Surveyors 
Kentucky Association of Professional Surveyors 
Louisiana Society of Professional Surveyors 
Maine Society of Land Surveyors 
Maryland Society of Surveyors 
Massachusetts Association of Land Surveyors & Civil Engineers 
Michigan Society of Professional Surveyors 
Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors 
Mississippi Association of Professional Surveyors 
Missouri Society of Professional Surveyors 
Montana Association of Professional Land Surveyors 
Professional Surveyors Association of Nebraska 
Nevada Association of Land Surveyors 
New Hampshire Land Surveyors Association 
New Jersey Society of Professional Land Surveyors 
New Mexico Professional Surveyors 
New York State Association of Professional Land Surveyors 
North Carolina Society of Surveyors 
North Dakota Society of Professional Land Surveyors 
Professional Land Surveyors of Ohio 
Oklahoma Society of Land Surveyors 
Professional Land Surveyors of Oregon 
Pennsylvania Society of Land Surveyors 
Rhode Island Society of Professional Land Surveyors 
South Carolina Society of Professional Land Surveyors 
South Dakota Society of Professional Land Surveyors 
Tennessee Association of Professional Surveyors 
Texas Society of Professional Surveyors 
Utah Council of Land Surveyors 
Vermont Association of Surveyors 
Virginia Association of Surveyors 
Land Surveyors Association of Washington 
West Virginia Society of Professional Surveyors 
Wisconsin Society of Land Surveyors 
Professional Land Surveyors of Wyoming 


